Producing an Inkjet Print

Compiled by Bob Walling

Note: Although this tutorial is written for the Windows XP system, similar processes are
available for MAC computers.

Step 1 - Setting a Default Colour Profile
Set the default colour profile for your computer to SRGB.

Do this by going to the Control Panel, and selecting Display. Click on the Settings tab,
then Advanced and then Color management. Click on add then select
"sRGB Color Space Profile.icm”.

Tip: To be consistent you should also set your digital camera's profile to SRGB.
Step 2 - Calibrate your Monitor and Install Calibrated profile.

Use the" Adobe Gamma" wizard or similar software to calibrate your monitor. Save the
results with a name other than "sRGB Color Space Profile", say "My Monitor Profile ™.
Repeat Step 1 and select "My Monitor profile”.

Windows will now use this profile as default in al software with Colour management
features.

It will be adjusted for your monitor. Repeat this process monthly as monitors do change.
(This process may not work with an LCD monitor, in which case just use the "sRGB
Color Space Profile.icm".)

Step 3 - Obtain profiles for your printer and/or papers used.

Today, most color devices come with device profiles created by the manufacturer. These
are known as generic, or canned, profiles because they represent averaged data from a
particular device model asit behaved at the factory.

Obtaining Generic Profiles

The easiest way to acquire generic profiles, as just explained, is from device
manufacturers. Scanners, displays, and printers typically come with generic profiles that
are often installed automatically with the device software. In some cases, however, you
may need to download the profiles separately. Some vendors make profiles available for
download from their Web sites, including profiles for different printer paper and ink
combinations.

There are other ways to obtain generic profiles. Most imaging applications include a set
of profiles for common working spaces and devices. A good place to start iswith Adobe
Photoshop, which islikely to be the most common color management application you'll
use.
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Adobe Photoshop ships with a variety of profiles, including these:

Adobe RGB (1998)

Apple RGB

ColorMatch RGB

U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2
U.S. Web Uncoated v2

U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2

U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2
Euroscale Coated v2
Euroscale Uncoated v2

Japan Standard v2

Note:

If you're not using Adobe Photoshop (or any of Adobe's other professional design
applications), Adobe has made many of these ICC profiles available on its Web site for

Another way to obtain generic profilesis through profiling services, service bureaus, and
printers that have profiled their devices and presses and have made those profiles
available on their Web sites.

Paper suppliers often provide profiles for their papers based on the printer used. Read the
data sheets for web site addresses.

Step 4 - Installing Generic Profiles

If you decide to use generic profiles to get your color management workflow rolling,
choose one of the methods described in the preceding section to obtain one or more

profiles for devices in your workflow and then perform the following steps to install

them:

1. Download the profile or profiles from the Internet to your computer, or if the
profiles come as part of an installer, double-click the installer to install the
profiles.

2. If the profiles are not part of an installer, right-click the profile and select Install
Profile.

Page 2 of 7


http://www.adobe.com/support/downloads/main.html#ICC

Producing an Inkjet Print

& C:\Documents and Settings\Josh Waisberg\Desktop\dohe ICC Profiles\RGE Profiles E|E|E|
Fie Edt Yiew Favorkes  Tools  Help ar

ok - ) - [F | JO sech Foldars | [T31)=

d gc.mﬂmmmmmemmmcnﬂﬁﬂm Profilas - -i 0
B & Nome = Sze Type Dt ModiFied

File &nid Falder Tasks EW LK 1o Profls e om0t 13150
h = Ao KB KC Profle BISI2001 12138 AM
'=I Fenaime s s —] Associabe, .
: 2 P 138 AM
Gl Mo this fis -]m'@gwumm_,, TKE  ICC ol Bi8/2001 12:38
D Copy s file qﬂw W
Windin B
Prblish Hes Fils ba e
bbb E-maé with Yahoa!
T v Serdd To '
Dhslebin this e
*® i
gy
Other Places ] RN
O Adoba T0C Profiss Delste
L] My Decuments. Reniame
O Shared Doomenks Properhiss

j Py Ciofrpuber
H Bl Blalink Placms

| %

Note

Thiswill install the profile into the C:\WINDOWS\system32\spool\drivers\color folder.
Thisisthe default location where Windows XP stores profiles.

Go to thisfolder, select the desired profile, right click, and then select associate and add
the device (printer) that you wish to associate.

Step 5 - Printing

Photoshop CS2 has five Print menu options: Page Setup, Print, Print with Preview,
Print One Copy and Print Online. By-the-way, the Print menu option opens the
"System"” print dialog, which means that none of Photoshop's print colour management
options are available. If you print from this, you may not get satisfactory results.
Anyway, this tutorial will be concentrate on Print with Preview, which iswhere the
printer colour settings have lived since Photoshop 7.

(Other digital photographic editors will have similar colour management controls. Space
does not permit describing how they work.)

Asthe Print with Preview menu option is only available for selection when animage is
open on your desktop so if you're following along | suggest that you open an image now..
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